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0RADES:

LAW REVIEW:

THE CURVE IS THE THING

ONE SIZE FITS ALL

BY MANDIE FORMAN
STUDENTS YOU CAN TAKE ACTION!

Some of you may have heard the
allegation that getting good grades
is harder at NY Law then most NYC
area law schools. Well let me assure
you that you may have heard
correctly. There is speculation that
while most schools have the
average student maintaining a B
average, at NY Law that average is
closer to a B-. It's not the actual GPA
scale that is causing this disparity.
Our school along with St. John's Law
School, Columbia Law, Brooklyn Law
and Fordham just to name a few, all
grade use this same scale:
A+
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B
8-

C+

c

CD+
D

4.33
4.00
3.67
3.33
~.00

2.67
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The Problem arises with the
difference between what the
faculty at our school perceives as an
average grade, and what the
faculty at other schools perceives as
an average grade, and thus
effecting how the grades are
distributed among the class. Let's
take an example-- A student at NYLS
gets a 2.93 GPA which equates to a

high B- average putting that student
in the top 50% of the class. A student
at another school gets a 3.1 which
equates to a B average putting that
student in only the top 70%. Now
even though the student from the
other school has a higher GPA. the
student from NYLS actually has done
better in comparison to his/her class.
So although his/her GPA reflects a
lower number, his/her class rank is
higher. However there is valid
concern among the students that
since our averages are lower in
comparison to other New York area
students applying for the same jobs
that they will achieve more success
in obtaining interviews and jobs. The
general feeling of the student body
is "because we get graded harsher,
we subsequently look worse to
employers."
1here are two schools of

1.Management Structure.
There will be one Editor in Chief and
one Managing Editor who will be
responsible, with the Publisher, for
supervision over and assignments for
five issues of the law review. In
addition to these positions, there will
also be one "Executive Editor," one
"Supervising Editor," three "Executive

thought

Miele$ Editor, " three

among

the

facu#y

conceming this issue. One side tee\s
that
NYLS faculty
and
the
administration should do everything
it can to help the students in the job
market. Isn't this a major goal for
many of us at this law school; to
have our hard work and efforts
rewarded and thus be portrayed in
the best fight possible to help us
obtain the jobs we are paying so
much tuition for?
It seems
fundamentally unfair that a student
at NYLS can work just as .hard and
produce just as good an exam as a
student at another school, but
cont. p 4

PROPOSED LAW REVIEW STRUCTURE
FOR

2003-2004 AND

BEYOND

This memo proposes specific
elements of: (i) the transition from
three journals to one journal
scheduled to occur in Academic
Year 2003 - 2004; and, (ii) permanent
changes to the journal structure
thereafter. It supplements the plan
already approved by the faculty.

"Symposia

Editors," three "Execut\ve Case
Comment Editors," and one "Online Editor." These positions will all be
part of the law review's "Executive
Board. " In addition, there will be
eighteen "Case Comment" editors
and twelve "Articles Editors." The
"Executive
Editor"
will
have
responsibility,
with
the
EiC,
Managing Editor, Publisher, and
faculty - when appropriate - for
selecting articles for publication in
the law review. The "Supervising
Editor" will have responsibility for
administrative responsibilities of the

2002

law review such as assisting with
production schedules, assisting with
the writing competition,
and
organizing the law review banquet.
The "On-Line Editor" will have
responsibility for organizing and
maintaining the law review's web
site. The Comments and Articles
editors will have responsibility for the
editorial oversight for student written
Case Comments and faculty written
Articles. l The "Symposia" editors will
be responsible, with faculty and
staff. for organizing symposium
activities (see below).
2.Credit.

All 3rd year Executive Board
members will receive 2 credits per
semester. All other second and third
year journal members will receive l
credit per semester. All members
writing a Note (see below) will
receive an additional l credit per
semester and writing credit for
successful completion of their Note.
In addition, current monetary
stipends will be retained.
3.Third Year Responsibilities.
All third year law review members
who are not members of the
Executive Board will have the title
"Associate Editor." They will have
freelance editing responsibilities for
all issues, to be assigned by the
Managing Editor in consultation with
cont. p 4

WAKE UP AND SMELL THE PERCEPTION
BY DENA OPPERMAN
I usually work out in the
afternoon, before the big 5 p.m.
rush. It's a great time because I
usually have the gym and more
importantly, the remote control to
the big screen t.v. to myself.
Unfortunately, today I was not alone
and Oprah Winfrey was already
blaring from the speakers by the
time I got there. I was going to ask
the little old lady next to me if she
could switch the channel, but she
shot me a look that let me know I
would have to pry the remote out of
her cold, dead hands first.
So there I am, stuck with the little old
lady and the daytime diva, thinking
that it was going to be a REALLY long
five-mile run. I was about to sink into
total workout hell, when I caught the
topic:
"How
Americans
Are
Perceived By Other Countries". It
seemed that La Diva Oprah sent
CNN correspondents all across the
globe and had them interview
people regarding their opinions
Americans and American foreign
policy. Some results were typical: the

French think we're fat, Pakistanis
think we have no morals (because
apparently EVERYONE in this country
engages in pre-marital sex 24/7) and
Indonesians and Bolivians think we're
vulgar and rude. Not exactly rocket
scientist stuff and pretty funny, if you
ask me.
But as I got beyond the funny and
into the serious, I was deeply
disturbed by the recurring themes
that were echoed in every country
that participated. The crux of it all
(according to the rest of the world) is
that Americans are self-absorbed,
that we don't see past what goes on
in our own country. The worst
perception of all? That we don't
care, because if it isn't happening to
us, it just isn't happening at all. As
much as I would love to tell these
people they are wrong, I'm not sure I
can. If you would stop your average
slob on the street and ask him/her
about the situation in Sierra Leone, I
guarantee you that 9 out of 10
people would greet you with a blank
stare. The fact is, that people are

being massacred there on a grand
scale every day. But you don't see it
on the news or in the papers and no
one talks about it.
Take the recent bombing in Bali as
another
example.
Ninety-four
Australians lost their lives in that
attack. The Bali blast was their 9I11
and their prime question? Where
was the outpouring of American
support? Are we really so egocentric
that we cannot see past ourselves to
empathize with others? Surely, in
light
of
what
our
country
experienced little more than a year
ago we are in prime position to
extend ourselves the way other
nations did in our time of tragedy.
Maybe it's a numbers issue - we lost
thousands, they lost less than one
hundred. If you choose to discuss
numbers, I'll give you some to think
about. Australians have allied
themselves with the U.S in every
major conflict over the course of the
last century. They fought alongside
us in World War IL Vietnam and the
Gulf War and have buried thousands

of their citizens for the privilege. That
alone should have accorded them
the respect they deserved and
entitled them to more than a twominute blurb on the evening news.
South Africans had different issues. It
seems that many in our country think
that the abolition of apartheid
brought an end to that country's
woes and that's just not the case.
South Africa continues to live in a
largely segregated society, where a
majority of the black population lives
well below the poverty level - in
shantytowns you or I wouldn't let our
dogs sleep in. But ask Americans if
they've ever heard of Pretoria and
most will answer in the negative.
Maybe I'm being too harsh, too
judgmental. Then again, maybe not.
My last illustration (and one of my
particular favorites) is a prime
example of American ignorance
and hypocrisy when it comes to
foreign policy. Ever since the "Just
Say No" days of the Reagan
presidency we have been fighting
cont. p 5
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 1Ls
FOR COMPLETING THEIR
FIRST SEMESTER OF LAW SCHOOL
AS WELL AS GRADUATING 3LS.
THANK YOU TO THE NYLS
STAFF FOR KEEPING THE SCHOOL
RUNNING.
THANK You TO THE DEN ova
TEAM.
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De Novo is the voice of the New York Law
School community. We keep the
community informed and entertained. De
Novo is an independent, student-run
newspaper and is released once every
month while school is in session. The paper
welcomes contributions from students,
faculty, alumni, staff, and all members of
the NYLS community. Please Include your
name, telephone number and e-mail
address with your submission.
The Editors-in-Chief have sole authority for
the content of the newspaper. All inquiries
or complaints should be directed to them
at the address below.
The views expressed herein are not
necessarily those of De Novo, any of its
editors or staff members, or the students,
faculty or staff of New York Law School.
Advertising rates are available upon
request. Acceptance of an advertisement
does not imply approval of policies of the
advertiser. All Rights Reserved. De Novo is
free on campus.
Please address all submissions, letters, and
other correspondence to:

Editors-in-Chief
De Novo c/ o New York Law School
47 Worth Street, room L2
New York, NY 10013
Phone: 212.431.2988 x4202
Fax: 212.202.6432
E-mail:
editors@denovopaper.com
Visit us on the web:
www.denovopaper.com

GOOD LUCK ON FINAL EXAMS.
HAVE A GREAT VACATION AND
1
WE LL SEE YOU NEXT YEAR.
SINCERELY,
LISA, DWIGHT AND DAVID
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EVERYBODYS GOT AN OPINION
Noah-

Dear De Novo:

I am writing to you today because the administration is considering
imposing a GPA restriction on the Law Review Write-On Competition
whereby no student w ith a GPA below the selected threshold will be able to
participate. Many students remain unaware that this eventuality is not only
possible, but likely. It is my sincere hope that writing this letter will make more
students aware of what is going on. Given that the three existing journals will
be merged into one Law Review next year, this restriction on the write-on
competition will seNe only to further curtail the possibility of additional
If that policy changes, I am sure that Westlaw could discuss providing those student participation. This point becomes increasingly important upon
printers to the students at NYLS. I would suggest that you follow up directly consideration of the fact that next year only the top 15% of students will be
with the SBA. Dean's office or library regarding this policy since it is their allowed to participate in the Law Review (or so I am given to understand,
decision. At this point, Westlaw will respect the administration and library nothing herein should be deemed to be fact or relied upon, absent
policy on the school printers.
confirmation of same from the administration).
The vast majority of students arrive at law school praying that they will
make the cut. The Dean speaks at orientation and says, "90% of you will not
Stefanie Efrati
be in the top l 0%." Nevertheless, students struggle throughout the first year
Westlaw account manager - NYLS
to make the cut, to be on Law Review. Whether you read l L The Bramble
Bush, or watch The Paper Chase, Law Review participation is viewed as the
Holy Grail of law school. For whatever reason, the legal profession places a
ridiculous amount of emphasis on grades and we as students have no
choice but to accept that reality.
I thought the paper was tolerable, but may I suggest that the editors and/or
In an attempt to bolster the quality of our publications the faculty
writers learn the difference between the usage of "then" and "than". It's a voted to merge the three existing journals into one Law Review. Presumably,
little embarrasing to other students to have a paper come out of our law this merger coupled w ith increasing faculty involvement and additional
school written by law students with mistakes like that.
emphasis on the 5 centers will improve the quality of the Law Review and by
logical extension the institution that is NYLS. I and I am sure, the vast majority
of students applaud these efforts, at least on a conceptual level. However,
during the implementation phase it is critically important to remember that
institutions are made of people (as one of my favorite faculty members is
fond of saying) and NYLS is not only comprised of the faculty and the alumni.
but also of the current students. The interests of the current students must not
be subsumed by the desire to make long-term improvements, no matter
how well intentioned.
To the editors of de Novo:
There is simply no valid pedagogical reason to create a GPA
threshold for participation in the Law Review Write-On Competition. In fact,
I think the paper is a long overdue addition to our school. It is a
drastic departure from past publications. I like the varied and unique articles a pedagogical analysis yields quite the opposite result i.e. every student
should be required to w rite-on rather than grade-on. One's ability to do well
offered. Most importantly, I like how the paper does not take itself too
on a law school exam is not necessarily correlative to one's ability to write a
seriously. We all need to lighten up a bit. Thank you for your efforts. I look
law review style note or one's ability to cite and substance check. The only
"fbt\N'a(d to t\..1tu(e issues. Keep up the good wrnl<..
possible and seemingly logical rationale tor imposing a grade threshold on
- J.R., 3L
the Law Review Write-On Competition would be to limit the number of
submissions received. Additionally, the argument might be made that
imposing a grade threshold would push some students to work harder. I
submit that the desire to limit the number of submissions received is
antithetical to appropriate pedagogical ends inasmuch as the more we as
students write, the better our writing will become. I participated in the writeon last year even though my grades were adequate. Moreover, if the
volume of submissions is a concern then the nature of the required
competition task could and should be altered such that volume is less of
Thank You My Dear Professor
concern i.e. instead of having students write a l 0 page paper for the
Third Year Student
competition they could be instructed to write a 4 page paper or a 2 page
paper. With respect to the idea that imposing a grade threshold would push
Ok! It's the end of the semester. Well almost! I just had to take time out to some students to work harder, I suppose it is possible although not any more
thank a particular professor who I hope will read this article. This is my fifth likely than the opposite possibility. Students might be encouraged to work
semester at NYLS. Last semester, I had great professors but this semester I had harder so as not to miss the threshold or they might be discouraged by the
a professor who stood above the rest. Maybe, he is in his 50s. He is eloquently existence of the threshold and simply resign themselves to not doing well
dressed for every class. He really cares about his subject and his goal is to after the first semester, recognizing that they have no chance to grade-on
leave no student behind.
or participate in the competition as a result of the grade threshold.
Moreover, imposing a grade threshold on the competition defeats the whole
I have never heard a complaint about him from anyone in the current class. purpose of having the competition, which is to give students who might not
Although the class had nothing to do with criminal law, I have learned so be adept at law school exams an opportunity to show that they nevertheless
much criminal law in this class. I will not mention his name because I do not possess the ability to write well.
know how he would take it. Plus, I don't want my grade to be affected.
I encourage a ll students to express their views on this matter to
Professor Stracher. cstracher@nyls.edu; Dean Matasar, rmatasar@nyls.edu;
However, this is a tribute to him. I wish I had had him in my first year of law Dean Ellmann, sellmann@nyls.edu; Dean Lieberman, jlieberman@nyls.edu;
school, especially in my first semester when a certain class was so critical.
Dean Buckler, cbuckler@nyls.edu; and any and all other members of the
faculty and administration.
I will miss not having this class next semester. I will miss not going to the 6th
I additionally encourage any member(s) of the NYLS community who
floor every Tuesday afternoon and listening to him for that one hour and forty is(are) so inclined, to respond to this letter on the merits.
minutes. I will miss not getting the many, many handouts. I will miss not
In closing, we the current students, will carry the banner of NYLS with
hearing his experiences. But most of all, I will just miss him not teaching me. It us throughout our legal careers. It is only as good or bad as we choose to
is unbelievable how much I have gotten from this two-credit course. Every make it. Remain silent if you wish, or standup, speak out, and make a
student should have this professor for this particular course.
difference. I urge every single student to become an active participant in
the evolutionary process currently underway.
Now I feel confident whenever I hand in a memo or have to work on a brief
(IMPORTANT NOTE: Everything contained herein is correct insofar as
for a partner at the firms in which I work. I have seen a vast improvement in I know. Nothing should be taken as fact or relied upon in any way without
my work product. Life is strange. I almost never took this class. Events first obtaining confirmation of same from the administration.)
prevented me from satisfying a particular requirement for graduation. Twice
I had the opportunity to fulfill the requirement with two courses that could Sincerely,
have been used and twice I missed the opportunity although I passed those
courses with high grades. However, this was destiny and this was meant to Noah P. Melnick
be.
On my own behalf and a s
President
My Dear Professor; on behalf of the 13 students that you taught in Fall 2002, The Evening Students' Association
I thank you.
For Academic Excellence
Westlaw has provided the stand alone printers to the journals and not to the
students based on the policy of the library and administration at NYLS.
Westlaw (and Lexis I'm sure) would like to provide stand alone printers to all
students at NYLS, but the dean's office and library have indicated that they
want to keep the school's network printers as the main printers for students.
The school has agreed to let Westlaw and Lexis provide the stand alone
printers to the journals.
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GRADES
they will get a B+ while the NYLS
student will get a B-.
The other side of the faculty
feels that the grading system as it
stands now is accurate. Many
among the faculty feel that they
cannot give out a grade that they
feel a student didn't earn. The fact
that they may perceive an exam as
a C exam while at another school
that same exam would earn a B is
not a reason to inflate the grade.
These faculty members feel that
preparing students to be good
lawyers is their number one priority.
However, shouldn't they also
consider
that
grades
don't
necessarily reflect whether someone
will be a good lawyer or not? In the
working world all employers have to
compare students straight out of law
school are their grades. If students
from NYLS have lower grades simply
because we were graded harder,
then how will we get the jobs that will
teach us to become good lawyers?
Most practicing attorneys will agree
that law school is not where you
learn to be a good lawyer.
So what's the solution you
may ask? Dean Matasar feels that
employers should be looking at the
whole picture, not just a student's
GPA but also their class rank.
Because it's their class rank that will
really determine how they are doing
among the pool of their peers. An
employer who looks only at a
student's GPA is frankly just "stupid" in
Dean Matasar's opinion. Yet when
considering how many law schools
are on the island of Manhattan and
the surrounding area, and how
many resumes are received for each
position, it does seem likely that

LAW REVIEW

CONTINUED.

ineligible people will be weeded out
by something like a GPA The Dean
offered a solution that he thought
might work to force employers to
inquire
about
a
student's
performance as an alternative to
the traditional A, B, C, D, grading
system. He suggested NYLS switch to
a number system. With this system a
student with a top performance
might
hypothetically
score
somewhere in the 194-182 range,
and someone with a very good
performance
would
score
somewhere in the 182-l 74 range
and so on and so forth. This would
force the employers to do their
homework and find out just how well
that student is performing instead of
taking the face value of their GPA
The other solution may be up to you.
Dean Matasar has confirmed that if
the student body is dissatisfied with
the way something is being done at
the school that it's up the student's to
make their voices known so that
change may be implemented
If you feel that the grades
should be inflated to make NY Law
more competitive with other law
schools, sign this petition. Dean
Lieberman, Dean of Public Affairs,
has voiced his support of a survey to
investigate the disparity between the
grading systems of NYLS versus other
area law schools. We are not
promising
immediate
change
because administrative decisions
such as this may take some time. But
keep in mind that the student's are
the largest majority at NY Law so our
opinions should and will be taken
seriously.
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LAW SCHOOL BECAUSE

NEW YORK

I FEEL THAT THE

CURRENT

LAW STUDENTS AT A DISADVANTAGE THAT

MAY BE REMEDIED BY ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION TAKEN BY OUR SCHOOL.

ATTENTION
DE NOVO
C BUILDING WE

PLEASE SUBMIT ALL COMPLETED PETITIONS TO THE
MAILBOX LOCATED ON THE BOTIOM FLOOR OF THE

WILL THEN FORWARD THEM TO THE OFFICE OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION.

. ______ _

--- ------MOST

COMMON

NAME

5.Write-On competition.
There will continue to be a write-on
competition. The competition will
be organized by current journal
members, with supervision by the
Publisher. Any student with a GPA of
3.00 or higher - as calculated at the
end of his first year - is eligible to
write on to the law review. The
competition will take place the
week before Advance week, and
will be graded by the Publisher, and
all decisions about which students
will be asked to join the law review
based on the competition will be
made by the Publisher.
Upon
successful completion of the writeon competition, new second year
journal members will also become
Harlan scholars.
6. Third Year Grade-Ons.
A limited number of third year
students will also be invited to join
the law review based on a
combined first and second year GPA
of 3.3 (the current cut-off for second
year membership). They will have
the responsibilities of second-year
members, including writing a case
comment but will not write a Note.
T-hey will not be Harlan scholars, and
will not be eligible for the Harlan
program.

.I

LEND MY SUPPORT IN AN EFFORT TO CHANGE THE GRADING

NEW YORK

~

8.Writing Requirement.
The current system whereby students
write Case Comments or Notes in
their second year will be changed.
Members will, instead, write a short
Case Comment (no more than l 0
pages double spaced) in the first
semester of their second year on a
recent case of interest decided in a
New York court. Case Comments
will be supervised by Case
Comment editors, with assistance
from the Publisher. The best Case
Comments, as determined by the
Executive Board, with approval of
the Publisher, shall be published in an
upcoming
law
review
issue.
Thereafter, in the second semester of
their second year (continuing into
the first semester of their third year),
journal members will have the option
of writing a Note on a topic

OF A READJUSTMENT OF THE GRADING SYs'fEM IF ONE IS DEEMED TO BE

I

4.Second Year Responsibilities.
All second year law review members
will continue to have the same
responsibilities they currently have,
with the exception of their writing
requirements (see below).

I
I
I

PETITION

APPROPRIATE.

the Executive Board. They will also
be required to keep regular office
hours to assist second year members
with questions and concerns, and to
assist the Symposia Editors with
symposia planning.

7 .Election of Officers.
In 2003, each existing journal will
nominate 15 people for the
Executive Board for the 2003-2004
academic year, ranked in order of
preference.
The Publisher, in
consultation with the Executive
Board of the existing journals, will
then appoint the various members
of the 2003-2004 law review.
Beginning in 2004, the Executive
Board will nominate members for
specific positions on the law review,
and the Publisher will approve those
nominations.
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suggested by their Center faculty
(ideally for inclusion in a symposium
issue directed by that Center) under
the supervision of Center faculty.
Upon successful completion of the
Note, journal members will receive l
credit for each semester of work (for
a total of two credits) and writing
credit.
The best Notes, as
determined by the Executive Board,
with approval of the Publisher and,
as necessary, symposia faculty, will
be published in an upcoming law
review issue.
9.Role of the Centers.
The five centers will play an
important and integral role in the
law review.
They will generate
"content" in the form of articles,
symposium papers, and/or lectures
for publication in the law review.
While there is a strong preference for
live symposia that generate written
materials, the centers may choose
to generate their content in different
ways, or even not to generat e
material in any given year. The
decision to publish material received
from the centers, however, will rest
with the law review, subject to any
advance arrangements made with
the centers. 2
10.Role of the Facultv.
The law review will also continue to
publish articles received from
outside authors when appropriate.
The law review will also encourage
individual faculty to generate written
materials for law review issues.
11.Harlan Capstone Experience.
The centers may, but are not
required, to use the Note writing
process
as
the
"Capstone"
experience for Harlan scholars. In
that respect the centers may
choose to incorporate a workshop,
tutorial, or other experience into the
Note writing process, and to award
additional credits, as they see fit for
the Capstone experience.
12.Legal Scholarship Class.
The
structure
of the
Legal
Scholarship class will be changed .
The class will meet for only 5 - 6
sessions in the Fall semester, where
general issues of legal scholarship
and journal writing I editing will be
discussed, as well as basic principles
of Case Comment writing. The
remaining classes will be taught in
the Spring, and only to those
students writing Notes, with a focus
specifically on Note writing.

l It is also anticipated that
the Publisher will review all fina l
edited Articles before they are
returned to faculty authors.
2 For example, a center may
"employ" the law review to organize
and administrate a symposia. In that
case, the law review will obligate
itself to publishing the written
materials
it
receives
from
participants in the symposia.
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WONDERING IN THE WILDERNESS

the "war on drugs", going so far as to send our troops into Columbia. The
purpose of course, was to stamp out the conspiracy of those devious little
Columbians who want to ruin our way of life and poison our children. Would
it surprise you to know that most Americans didn't even know we had troops
in Columbia, much less what they were doing there. But stop and think for a
moment. Americans are the prime consumers of Columbian heroin and
cocaine. Our need for consumption helped fuel a small trade into mass
production. Aren't we partly responsible for this mess? We sent troops (who
according to most Americans aren't even there) into another country to
obliterate a problem that is caused, in part by OUR country. Is anyone else
thinking that this is convoluted logic? I don't see our troops raiding the homes
of Americans who import, deal and buy drugs. Why? Because according to
our government, it's not our fault, it's theirs.
This flying in the face of logic is what has others ticked off and I can't
say I blame them. When they watch the news in their countries, they see our
President thumb his nose at the United Nations and say that he can and will
go to war when he sees fit. They perceive some of our foreign policies as
naked aggression. They see us lend money and train regimes such as the
Taliban to fight against the Russians, only to turn around and destroy them
too (when the knowledge we gave them bit us in the ass). They hate us for
Iran Contra, the Sandanistas in Nicaragua and going into Somalia. They hate
us for being part of a Zionist conspiracy or for being too pro-Arab. But more
than that, they hate us for sitting on our couches all fat (because the French
say we are), happy and ignorant.
It goes without saying that some countries by their nature are going
to be more anti-American than others. But we shouldn't cover our ears and
disregard some valid points. In others eyes, we are the last remaining
superpower - the pinnacle of democratic society. We should sit up and take
notice when people all around the world feel that we abuse our power and
behave like bullies. We as Americans have a responsibility to know what
goes on outside our backyard. We elect and put our trust in public officials don't you think we should know what they're doing and why?? The global
perception is that Americans are indifferent to anything except domestic
affairs. If September 11th has taught us anything, it should be that what
happens in the outside world can easily penetrate the core of our homes
and lives.
To that end, we should take it upon ourselves to learn about other
countries and cultures. Wake up and smell the perception!! Buy books, listen
to political talk and pay attention to what our leaders are doing. There is
nothing wrong with questioning a policy, that's one of the fundamental rights
of living in a democracy. But remember, you have to know what the policy
.-is and what it means before you protest. At the very least. we will educate
ourselves. At the most we will be more attuned to the world and as
inhabitants of that world learn more about issues that really affect us all.

BY MR. P
The 2002 elections saw ups and downs for the left. The Democrats must have
been disappointed in losing control of the Senate and not gaining in the
House, but at least they must have smiled when they saw that they did very
well in winning many Governors' mansions across the country. The
Democrats were able to pick up governorships in Republican strongholds
such as New Mexico, Arizona, Tennessee, Kansas, Oklahoma and Wyoming.
This could mean that in 2004, no seat will be a safe seat. Democrats also won
in Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania.
With the Republicans in control of the White House, the House and
the Senate (and the Supreme Court, ok kidding), they definitely won't be
able to blame Democrats come 2004. So the old saying that "with great
power comes great responsibility" is about to ring true for President George
Bush. I, like all others who live in this land of opportunity wish him well.
The Democrats have chosen a California liberal, Nancy Pelosi, to
lead them in the House. I suppose that this is a great step forward for women
and Italian Americans. However, could this just further split the party?
Already we see the head of the DNC in South Carolina being unfriendly. Well
I can't comment on her abilities or her leadership as I have no basis to do so.
People need to give her a chance and see how effective she is. In any
event, this is historic.
I think I already like her. She believes that we should defend and
protect our country but we should also defend and protect the United States
Constitution. She believes that we can protect our civil liberties and wipe out
terrorism at the same time. She wanted the President to first exhaust
diplomatic means, go to the United Nations and have a multilateral
approach on the Iraqi issue. That's what seems to have happened or be
happening. I can agree with anyone taking those points of view.
Change is oftentimes good and the party needed some sort of
leadership, which neither the current Democratic leader in the House or the
Senate was providing. Will Al Gore emerge again? He is back out in the
limelight, has co-authored a new book with his wife and seems interested at
taking another shot at the Presidency. Maybe not! Rumor has it that it is still
former President Bill Clinton who is directing the party behind the scenes. So
for now, the party has seemingly gone into the wilderness. If President Bush
keeps going the way he is now, and the American people remain evenly
split, the Democrats might remain in the wilderness until 2008. Remember I
said it here. Look out for Hillary.

PEOPLE'S OPINIONS ON POINTLESS PROBLEMS I
ON SUNDAY OCTOBER

20, THE ABC LEGAL DRAMA SERIES THE

PRACTICE, FEATURED A CHRISTIAN SCIENTIST COUPLE, CONVICTED OF THE MURDER OF THEIR TODDLER

SON. THE CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS, NOT BELIEVING IN MEDICAL SCIENCE, DID NOT TAKE THEIR SON TO SEE A DOCTOR WHEN HE BECAME ILL BUT INSTEAD THEY PRAYED
FOR HIM. UNFORTUNATELY THE CHILD DIED AND THE PARENTS WERE FOUND GUILTY OF MURDER. WHILE I WAS BOTHERED BY THE PARENTS' FAILURE TO HELP THEIR SON
LIVE, I COULDN'T HELP THINKING THAT A MURDER CONVICTION WAS TOO GREAT A PUNISHMENT FOR THE STATE TO EXERT IN A CASE SO HINGED ON THE FREEDOM OF
RELIGION. IT MADE ME THINK ABOUT THE FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND QUESTION ITS ESSENTIAL IMPORTANCE.

IF THERE WERE NO FREEDOM OF RELIGION, WOULD

ANYONE CARE? So I POSE THIS QUESTION TO YOU:

How IMPORTANT

IS FREEDOM OF RELIGION TO

Lynnore Thames,
3L, Evening

Rachael David,
3L,Day

Uchenna lsiadinso,
2L,Day

Camille A. Fortunato,
3L,Day

Freedom to worship (or not)
is innate to the founding
principles of this country.
Although America was
founded
upon
JudeoChristian values, there is
still latitude within the
Constitution
to
allow
individuals to express
themselves
religiously
regaroless of their faith.

I think that freedom of
religion is very important
and is a fundamental right.
However, when any type of
religion is interpreted in an
extremist form, it can
become harmful to the
fundamental rights of others
in society. In a situation like
this, I believe that religion
should take a back seat.
For instance, the parents, in
this episode of The Practice
had a right to their religious
beliefs, but not to the extent
that
it
caused
their
dependent child to die when
he could have been healed.
I also refer to the extremist
actions that caused the
World Trade Center tragedy.

Freedom of religion is very
important to me. It is one of
the notions this country was
founded on. If the state were
to control a citizen's ability to
freely practice a religion of
their choice, there would no
longer be a democracy. I am
in agreement with the first
amendment and say that
one should be free to
worship as they wish without
interference from the state.

Many times a person's
religion serves as the
foundation
for
their
decisions in life, therefore
everyone should have the
right to believe or not to
believe in a religion of their
choice. At the same time
however, where a person's
religious beliefs lead to
tyranny, terrorism or ill will
committed against society
at large, such a right should
no longer be free from
government intrusion.

ALL

OF

THE

CLOCKS

IN

THE

MOVIE

PULP

FICTION

ARE

vou?

STUCK

Anonymous,
3L, Day
Freedom of religion is,
among other things, freedom
of conscience and no one
can force another to believe
something against their will,
especially something as
personal as religion, which
for many serves as guidance
on moral and ethical
questions.
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PATRIOTISM IS MORE THAN WAVING A FLAG AFTER DESERT STORM OR SEPTEMBER

11 TH.

BY SHAWN TABANKIN

I have seNed on active duty as a US
Army Paratrooper in the 82nd
Airborne Division. Currently, I am a
commissioned infantry officer (a
Second Lieutenant) in the New York
Army National Guard. As such, I am
sworn to obseNe and follow the
orders issued by the President of the
United States and other superior
officers. Nothing in this article should
be construed as questioning or
protesting the orders or policies of
my superior officers (Although I am
only a l L I have learned of the
value of a disclaimer).
After enduring the truly
unique experience of active Army
life, I have found that my tolerance
for things that would normally upset
people is greater than average. I've
lived and slept outside for upwards
of thirty days in the desert of
California - which is freezing cold in
January - and, in the swamps of
Louisiana - where it rained on us
daily (and had mosquitoes so large,
they sounded like approaching
helicopters). I've endured days on
end where I've had to give up
certain luxuries like food and sleep.

of democracy. It is an instrument of
the Executive to defend this nation.
The function of the military is to
provide brute physical authority - the
authority from which all other
authorities are derived; even the US
Constitution. Disagree? Remember
something called the Revolutionary
War? What about the fact that we
would all be speaking German right
now had it not been for the armed
forces in WWII.
Rights and privileges in the civilian

(with the exception of medics). The
function is to maintain a superior
volume of fire upon the enemy, and
ultimately save friendly lives.
Another example is the
military's policy with respect to
Adultery. Any soldier who commits
adultery is committing a crime
punishable by demotion and
incarceration under the Uniform
Code of Military Justice. This may
seem archaic to civilians, but it
seNes a valid function. The purpose

world are not necessarily afforded to
military personnel where they
conflict with the interests of military
function. Females for example, are
not allowed in the infantry. On it's
face, this is discrimination. However,
this policy was based on the
experiences of the Jsraeli Army,
where they found that wounded
female soldiers received a greatly
disproportionate
amount
of
attention. This was disruptive to the
point where a male soldier, in the
midst of a battle, would stop
offensive action to tend to the
wounds of a female casualty. In
infantry tactics, every army in the
world instructs their platoons to wait
until contact with the enemy has
ceased before tending to casualties

is so that soldiers who are deployed
across the world can remain
focused on their mission, and be
reasonably assured about the
fidelity of their wives- who are home
alone for months on a post with
nearly 45,000 troops.
The major point here is that
there are actual reasons, based on
the interest of function, as to why the
military has certain policies. The
current "Don't ask, Don't Tell" policy
may have in fact, some room for
easement without compromising
the interests of function - but very
little room. Yet having noted this
debate, and because of my seNice
commitment, I choose not to enter
it. The BLGLSA should take note
however, that all activist/rights

I've jumped out of perfectly good

aircraft flying lower than eight
hundred feet off the ground - in the
middle of the night - only to hit the
ground like a ton of bricks less than
twenty seconds later at over
e ighteen - and -o ne-half
feet/second. And, on April 14th,
1999, I was sitting on the airfield at
Fort Bragg in my parachute harness
with live ammunition, grenades, and
morphine (I was the Medic), ready
to go to war because of a nowforgotten
conflict in
Kosovo
(Slobodan Milosovich finally ordered
a retreat, after weeks of bombing,
and
we
were
subsequently
cancelled).
Respectfully, very little in
civilian life could compare to these
experiences and evoke hostile
emotions. I don't get upset when
"that guy" asks another question in
class when I haven't a clue as to
what he's talking about. I don't
even get upset when my paper
fortified by the gift of brilliance, only
garnishes a meager "20" in applied
analysis.
The recent protest of the
JAG recruiters at NYLS, however, has
crossed my threshold of tolerance.
I wholly understand the
points made by the BLGLSA and
respectfully disagree with some of
them. The military is not a laboratory

groups have limits to which their
purported right can be pushed.
These limits are usually defined as
the point at which other rights or
interests begin to push back. This
issue is probably very near to that
balancing point.
I do take issue though, with
the fact that this school chose to
allow the JAG Corps. to recruit here
because of "trying times." This of
course, was an appeal to our
patriotism to temporarily overlook
disagreements about policy, in
order to preseNe the function of the
military.
I contend that if
preseNation of strength in times of
war was really an interest of this
school,
they
should
allow
recruitment in times of peace. It is a
well-rooted doctrine that the
maintenance of strength in times of
peace is what allows our armed
forces to be ready suddenly in times
of war.
But preservation of force
strength during a time of war is not
what the school is concerned with
here. This school is playing a political
balancing game - it is much worse
to be seen as anti-military in times of
war, than to somehow be perceived
as anti-gay by allowing armed
forces recruitment in times of peace.
There is hardly anything any veteran
hates more than a bandwagon
patriot, or those who falsely appeal
to patriotism as a motivating ideal.
Take a stand. Either protest the
military's policies or don't. But if you
do protest the military, when that
stance places you in an unholy light
because of a war, don't temporarily
waiver by making an appeal to
patriotism - thus precluding the
inevitable controversy. Veterans
would respect you more for sticking
with your convictions (like the
BLGLSA has), rather than to
"pussyfoot" around controversies
your convictions would raise - no
pun intended.
Patriotism is more than
waving a flag after Desert Storm or
September l lth. It is more than
singing "Proud to be an American" at
a karaoke bar - which irks the hell
out of us too, by the way. Worse, it is
an abuse and an affront to
patriotism to falsely claim it during
times of war, in an attempt to
conceal
some
other
lessbenevolent, even sinister, desired
purpose.

"THIS SCHOOL IS PLAYING
A POLITICAL
BALANCING GAME"
STEWARDESSES IS THE LONGEST WORD TYPED USING ONLY THE LEFT HAND.
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Dear Krysia:
. I have been dating my boyfriend for a little over a year. Last Saturday
I ran ~nto a guy who I had a huge crush on during college. We ended up
hanging out and having a really great time all night. I opened up to him and
said that I had had a "thing" for him during college. He said that he had felt
the s?me way. It has never been so difficult for me to be faithful to my
boyfriend, but I found myself really struggling that night. Yet I am proud of
myself that nothing physical happened with this guy. The problem is that I
can't get him off my mind and I don't know what to do. I find myself
doubting my close-to-perfect relationship and thinking about the "maybes"
and the "what could haves." The "other guy" called me the other night and
we had a nice conversation. I am really confused and don't know if what I
am doing is wrong. Please advise me
Sincerely,
Dreaming up Disaster

De Novo
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Dear Dreaming:
This is definitely a tough one. Sometimes even the most loyal people
feel an itch when considering past loves/new temptations. This "other guy"
seems to be a little bit of both. You have to decide what you really want. Are
you satisfied and happy with your relationship or will you kick yourself down
the road when you reflect on the past and the "what could have been?" Is
this "other guy" really worth risking a "close-to-perfect" one-year relationship
for? Either way, you must decide. Your relationship will suffer if you keep
"considering" the other guy and being distracted by your emotions and
hormones. Your boyfriend deserves a faithful and honest g irlfriend, and at
this point you're cheating him. Think about how much you care for him and
weigh it against one night of excitement with a guy you used to have a
huge crush on. Then ask yourself what means more to you and choose one.
Then move on with your life. Either way just remember ... no regrets.

SCHOO[ GIR[:

PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST AS A GO.
'l'eenage angst filled ramblings from the diary of Martin Morris

SOMETHING REEKS IN THE STATE
OF DENMARK
A RANDOM NOTES ON A WHOLLY
UNNECESSARY EVIL

I would not characterize my
experience one year ago in the
mandatory Legal Reasoning, Writing
& Research program as merely some
"necessary evil all students must
endure ... " That's like calling the loss
of one's legs in a freak lawnmower
accident
an
unpleasant
inconvenience. New York Law
School's writing program is more akin
to a hideous pack of ravenous
weasels and l Ls are correct to hate
them. The mere fact that they
become so defensive at any
insinuation that something is amiss
should put you on notice. When you
heard that law school would be
unlike any academic experience
you've ever had, they meant law
school is a building full of lawyers
and the ones running this program
are having a California style gangsta
pool party at our expense. The
purpose of the program is to
introduce you to a handful of basic
concepts, then rank the students.
While in academia there is the sense
that they are cultivating individual
development the purpose here is to
crank the most individuals through in
the most cost efficient way (similar to
the Department of Motor Vehicles).
Evidently
the
program
sucked two years ago and I assure
you it sucked last year. I told myself it
was best to think of it as a bad
dream, a horrifically ugly obstacle in
the path of life to be circumvented:
over, under, through or around. I
smiled to myself as the next
boatload of suckers came rolling in,
cash in hand. Not my problem. Then
comes Associate Dean Professor of
Law Director of the Writing Program
Esq. like a slap in the face claiming it
never happened. I could not in
good conscience listen to that
flowery public relations attempt to
negate my experience and that of
countless other students. Once
again I was subjected to the same
tired rhetoric extolling the virtues of
that silly little workbook (hereafter
''The Book'').
The Book is a short cut to
actually having to teach. It is a
shortcut in its uniformity and is
ultimately cost effective in the DMV
assembly line sense. How students

"benefit" from this conflict between
what is best for individual growth
and The Book mass production
approach to education is beyond
me. The Associate Dean Professor of
Law Director of the Writing Program
Esq.'s defense of the writing program
is so fundamentally cartoonish that it
is a swirling vortex of layers upon
layers of ridiculousness, surpassing
any satirical caricature I could
possibly ascribe to it. It was more
hilarious
than
Macarthur's
decommissioning
speech
and
Clinton's grand jury deposition
combined! It's the same eye
sweltering nonsense we tell tourists
and prospective students around
here. (Remember when they told
you how good the computers
were?) I am not calling him a liar; I
am certain he actually believes in
the infallibility of The Book. I envision
him as a sort of Elvis figure,
surrounded by yes men saying
"Great program, E!" and "You're the
king, E!"
If I understand his argument
correctly, it is a two pronged
defense of the writing program: l)
l L's are stupid (the paternalism
prong) and 2) exploiting them is
profitable
(the
institutionalism
prong).
Students could not possibly
know what is best for themselves for
they have no knowledge and it's
natural they will experience growing
pains. If the Associate Dean
Professor of Law Director of the
Writing Program Esq. was to take out
a pointer and direct your attention
to a chart, you would see a
silhouette of The Eiffel Tower. This
represents the size of his "lawyerness,"
the source of his knowledge. He
would then point to the empty
space next to it. Upon closer scrutiny,
you would see a microscopic dot.
That is not even the size of your
"lawyerness." It is this source of
knowledge that is completely
absent in you which ultimately
defines you in its absence from you.
All of your complaints, questions,
insights and problems come from this
"other" category and are by
definition inferior. Faced with the
utter stupidity of first years, they
decided to create The Book, which is
anti-intellectual to the core (as
students
are
too
stupid
to
understand much). Instead of
introducing the students to any
fundamental theory of legal

ABOUT 36 MILLION

reasoning, they figured if they
created a workbook full of little "put
the sentences in order" exercises,
they could overcome the student's
categorical
stupidity
problem
without additional resources wasted
trying to convey something that is
beyond their comprehension to
grasp.
Given this premise that The
Book was so anti-intellectual and
self-explanatory,
they
figured
anybody could teach the class.
Instead of wasting resources on
educators, anybody with a need to
supplement their income and who
wanted easy CLE credits would
suffice. After all, they still possessed
this all-encompassing "lawyerness"
knowledge that the students
ultimately lacked. Furthermore,
these adjuncts would be average
Joes from the legal community so
they could give these insightful little
quips about life. Kind of like having
your very own Forrest Gump in every
classroom, an idiot savant dazzling
us with these great meaningful
statements like "life is like a box of
chocolates." My writing teacher was
the most scattered and digressive
human
being
I have
ever
encountered in my life. Class was
filled with these endless diatribes
about her favorite N shows, movie
stars, super heroes, cats, college
stories: I wanted to scream! Never in
my life had I been subjected to a
supposed academic class where
the instructor was so wholly
unprepared for class every single
day. I cannot even image a
community college that would
tolerate such utter uselessness. One
class of that a week, two classes a
week. It didn't even matter when the
whole program is based on the
assumption that The Book is this
marvel of education in and of itself.
Any question I asked, the instructor
would answer: "You are making
things more complicated then they
need to be" or "You are making
things harder then they need to be"
then refer me back to The Book.
Moreover, many times She herself
did not read The Book. She would
ask us "Why are you guys all doing
this?" and it would be something
from The Book. To make matters
worse, she would hand my papers
back with completely illegible

PHONE CALLS ARE

PLACED

EACH

scribble on them for comments. It
looked like she d id it on the subway
or something . It was complete
incoherent gibberish. No one could
decipher her writing and she
blatantly refused to write legibly.
Given the whole "students work for
us" culture of the program, this kind
of shoddy incompetence is not only
acceptable but also defended.
Everything is a slippery slope with
these people. They'll say, "what if a
judge has bad handwriting and you
complain in court, then the client
gets hurt. Next thing you know we're
all eaten by wolves! Just because
you couldn't read! Wolves!"
No question or complaint
that I had, mattered because the
whole writing program is set up like
the OMV. I finally realized this and
quit picking up my papers because
it only lead to more frustration. They
have this whole "can't make an
omelet without breaking some eggs"
mentality and it's so frustrating when
it's your huevos they're busting. No
matter what problems you have,
you'll get the same rhetoric as that
from the Associate Dean Professor of
Law Director of the Writing Program
Esq. Don't even bother complaining;
it can only hurt you.
Finally, I gave up on those
people and found a book in the
library called "Logic for Lawyers: A
Guide to Clear Legal Thinking, 3rd
Ed." It teaches you all the
fundamentals that are necessary for
legal reasoning (which they do not
teach you). This is what has been
omitted from The Book in the name
of institutional convenience. Another
thing that helped me was looking at
other legal writing textbooks (also
available in the library), and
comparing
the
corresponding
sections so I could get another take
on the material. My grades
improved tremendously. My only
regret was that I did not do it sooner.
You come into law school w ith a
certain amount of naivety and trust.
You believe the program is set up to
help you develop as an individual
and you have notions of a kind of
customer service owed to you in that
regard. Get that junk out of your
head right now. They do not care.
The program is only there to
introduce you to a few basic
fundamentals and rank you. First and
foremost they are advocates for
their program's assembly line cost
continued on p. 11
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Indeed.
(music is life)
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Joseph

s. Hadala

Rhymes, K-Ci & Jo Jo, Kelly Osbourne (can you say overexposed?), Roots,
Erick Sermon, Charlotte Church, Barbara Streisand, Baby AKA # 1 Stunna,
Kittie, Sean Paul, Will Smith, Heart, Dream Street, Smashing Pumpkins, Tony
Touch, Journey, Bad Brains, Atari Teenage Riot, Primal Scream, Geto Boys,
and Iron Maiden all offer plenty of stuffing for your stockings!

THE RUMOR MILL > Queen Latifah was arrested Nov 20 on DUI charges after
failing a sobriety test> 3LW is set to hold auditions to replace their ousted "not
ghetto enough' member at the end of the month > D'Angelo was arrested
Nov 18 on misdemeanor charges including assault, resisting arrest,
aggressive driving, and more >Four Ex-Guns N' Roses members (Slash, Duff
McKagan, Matt Sorum, and Izzy Stradlin) have formed a new band and are
in search of a lead singer> Not the best of month's for Justin Timberlake who
in addition to breaking his foot and canceling two weeks of performances,
has been dropped from a guest spot on Mariah Carey's next album > J-Lo
and Ben Affleck are officially set to marry (does anyone care?) > Ever kooky
Michael Jackson outdid himself on Nov 19, when he dangled his baby, held
in one arm, over the railing of his 4th floor balcony at a hotel in Germany >
Van Halen bassist Michael Anthony put rumors to rest on his website that he
has not left the band> From the where are they now file, singer Bobby Brown
was arrested twice in a matter of hours... Following his arrest in Atlanta,
Georgia on speeding and drug possession charges, he posted bail and was
transferred to DeKalb County, Georgia where he had an outstanding warrant
since 1996 > The members of The Police will likely reunite on stage at their
induction into the Rock And Roll Hall Of Fame (lets see if we remember The
Police, there's Sting... and um.. those other guys).

December 1Osees a slight resurgence in releases from artists you might have
heard of. Phish, Tyrese, Whitney Houston, Queen Latifah (apparently she
decided to celebrate her new CD with a night of drinking and driving.. .),
Jerry Cantrell, DJ Envy, Genius (so modest), Snypaz, Earth, Wind & Fire, 3LW
(shouldn't it be 2LW), Nivea, Robin Trower, Gloria Estefan, Joey Ramone ( a
posthumous Christmas album?), B2K, Aaliyah, Selena (death really isn't the
career obstacle it was once thought of), The Fixx, Bile, Cher, and Alanis
Morissette.

November 26 is seemingly the pinnacle of music industry holiday whoring.
Jennifer Lopez, System of a Down, Dru Hill, Tupac, Tim Mcgraw, New Found
Glory (w/ bonus disc), Snoop Dogg, Bob Dylan, Paul McCartney, Busta

The picking's are mighty slim come December 17. Nas, Dashboard
Confessional, Monica, Donald Fagen, S-Club, The Riffs, and New Order round
out the meager supply of tunes for this week.

STRIKE

3,

YER OUT!

Star power is scarce among the crop of releases for the week of December
3. Chicago, Dave Brubeck, Resorte, Pesado, Ronnie Hayward, The Scruffs,
The Shakes, The Nomads, The Pasedenas, The Outsiders, Queer for Girls, GString, Nucleus, Kenny B. (no not Kenny G ... Kenny B.), and more music from
the motion picture 8 Mile.

How

INTEGRATION STRUCK

OUT BLACK BASEBALL
BY MARCUS ALLISON

Baseball great Jackie Robinson is
idolized as a symbol of triumph of
integration. Indeed the oft-told
truism about Jackie Robinson is of his
'integrating' the American baseball
major leagues. It is interesting that
among the then all-white Brooklyn
Dodgers, Mr. Robinson's presence
meant that the entire baseball
league was suddenly integrated.
That Robinson was bullied, harassed,
spat upon, and intentionally injured
by those he played against, and yet
he still exceeded the standards of
baseball players of his day is a
testament to his will, determination
and integrity. But heralding Robinson
as a pioneer in the integration of
baseball as we know it is not an
entirely accurate story.
Suppose Robinson was a
broker for an all-Black brokerage
firm and because of segregation this
firm was not allowed to compete in
the same market as the firms in the
Wall Street district. Let's assume that
this _segregation of the workplace
was the result of collusion within the
all-White
(and
otherwise
competing) brokerage firms that did
not want Black brokerage firms
around them. Then one day, one of
the CEO's of one of these white
brokerage firms sees Mr. Robinson
and exclaims to himself, 'Wow, this
guy is terrific! I don't care if he's
Black, I want to hire him.' And so he
does. So Mr. Robinson goes to work
for the all-White firm.
Success.
All of the other brokerage firms see
the benefits of hiring outstanding
brokers who happen to be Black
and they too hire Black brokers,
hoping to have similar success at
their firms. The business community
thumps itself on its collective chests
and proclaims how this one small
step for man is a big step for the man
of color, and similarly expressed
rhetoric. This positive movement
spurs interest in the stock market,
and prompts those reluctant to
invest to do so with confidence

because of the increasing diversity in
the business industry.
The market benefits.
What are the benefits you say? Well,
think about it, the potential
increased patronage because of
the interest in the Black brokers. The
Wall Street Journal trumpets the
dawn of a new age. "Wall Street is
integrated," the headlines read.
But what has become of all of the
Black brokerage firms excluded from
hanging up their shingle on Wall
Street, the same firms where these
Black brokers were employed? They
say, 'Hey, no fair! Let us play with you
guys! If you want real integration,
you would allow our firms to exist side
by side with your firms. It's kind of
hypocritical of you guys to proclaim
you are integrating, and you do not
allow our businesses to exist
alongside yours. Instead you are
taking from our firms our best talent.'
And that is exactly what
happened to Black baseball teams.
Black baseball teams were not
allowed to join the major leagues.
They w ere kept out as entities while
their players were bought off and
incorporated into the already
existing power structure of the
American baseball major league.
Without a means to a larger
audience, the Black baseball teams
had no way of competing with
White baseball teams for the Black
players. Jackie Robinson might have
been the first to bring a little color
and pizzazz to the then all-White
baseball world, but he also was the
first Black baseball player taken
away from an already-existing
viable institution and transplanted to
an all-White institution.
The irony of baseball's
integration as we know it, is that
outside entities created as a
recourse to racial discrimination and
economic oppression were, at the
clarion call for 'integration' enmasse, disallowed from participating
in an open and legitimately free
market. When people exclaim the
BACTERIA

CAN

dearth of Black economic, cultural
and academic institutions. they fail
to realize that there were once such
institutions, but economic isolation
as a result of discrimination both de
facto and de jure, and unfair
business practices led to the
collective demise of such businesses;
sports teams, cultural institutions and
of course, schools. Brain drain, and
talent drain via 'hostile corporate
buyouts' led to the demise of Black
baseball teams, and ultimately the
end of many Black economic,
educational and cultural institutions.
There is a quote attributed to
notable civil-rights activist, Andrew
Young. He said that true integration
would have meant the integration of
institutions, not the assimilation of
individuals into already determined
oppressive institutions.
Jackie
Robinson became a worker for one
of the same White corporate entities
that had a history of preventing
Black corporate entities - i.e. Black
baseball
teams
from
participating, and from profiting in
what ought to have been a truly free
market. The 'integration' of baseball
meant the destruction of viable
Black institutions: Black baseball
teams.
Indeed,
baseball
is a
metaphor for life, and for the
'integration' of society as a whole,
whether economically, culturally
and of course, racially. 'Integration'
has led to the ultimate destruction of
developing ?Conomies, indigenous
cultures, and in the case of this
country, communities.
If the
American baseball league was
sincere about integration, they
would have incorporated Black
baseball teams into the American
baseball major league competitions.
If the country was sincere about
integration, it would have ensured
the integration of viable institutions,
and not like a corporate raider,
bought bits and pieces of the whole.
But if that happened, it would have
meant a sharing of the profits; White

REPRODUCE

SEXUALLY

baseball fans would start going to
games held at Black-owned
baseball fields, and Black baseball
team owners would have become
wealthier, developed a larger
capital base, and be able to keep
their talent, and attract more talent;
maybe even White talent! Instead,
by keeping Black teams out of the
major leagues, the White-owned
and operated major .b aseball
league essentia lly did to Black
baseball teams what America does
to Cuba and the rest of the
Caribbean:
starve
them
economically
to
impel
an
adherence to American economic
interests. True integration would
have meant the integration of Black
corporate
entities
into
the
mainstream. Concurrently, a truly
free market would mean equally
reciprocating access to goods and
services in the global market.
The celebration of racial integration,
as it is defined in popular-Americanhistorical parlance implies that the
country has become stronger
because of its 'integration'. But if that
integration has aided in the
maintenance of the economic and
racial status quo, then it is arguable
that 'integration' has truly worked.
The power of 'integration', best
expressed w ith the proverbial
melting pot, best symbolizes the
process and the end result. It's too
bad the 'integrator' owns the pot,
and in baseball, the team.
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"The Ring," starring Naomi Watts, is an
excellent movie in every respect. It is
suspenseful at every moment and all
the characters are exceptionally
attractive.
The film starts out with the
tragic death of four teen-agers. A
high school myth says that they all
watched a movie together and that
anyone else who watches it only has
seven days to live. Rachel, a relative
of one of the deceased teen-agers,
decides to research these deaths
and comes across the movie the
four students supposedly watched.
She then receives a message that
she too has only seven days to live.
In her attempt to find out where this
movie came from and thus, save her
own life, Rachel traces the history of
the film, allowing us to discover what
"the ring" really is. It is only with this
understanding
that one can suNive the curse.
Like a Nabokov novel, there
are little rings scattered all over the
place, little elements of the larger
puzzle one might piece together.
Just like Quilty keeps popping up in
Lolita, the "ring" repeatedly pops up
throughout this film. But it is not until
the end that we understand the
significance of each piece. The
"movie" itself is supposed to mimic
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some
sort of nightmare. Rachel and the
father of her child Noah, both search
for the meaning of the "movie" and
are forced to live through the reality
each element of the movie depicts.
The movie ends up being a
gateway to the reactions and
feelings of its maker. The only way to
survive viewing the movie is to
understand these feelings or hidden
desires and provide for their
execution and fulfillment. There is a
new twist to this film at every
moment. At the end, just as Humbert
Humbert (the narrator of Lolita)
realizes (or Nabokov allows the
reader to realize) he and Quilty are
really the same person, Rachel
realizes she and the maker of the
movie have the same desires and
inescapable faults. For those of you
who have already seen the movie or
plan to, I suggest you do. It also is a
metaphor for the intrusiveness and
infectiousness of the media in
American society and
how they prey on their innocent,
unsuspecting viewers, forcing their
beliefs down our throats. This is a
wonderful film and one of the best
horror films I've ever seen, don't miss
it.
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One of a ~'s most .important obligations is to
.safeguard client money and propcrqr. • New Yod:
court 1'Ula and statutes impoee special banking and
reoordkccpiog requirements fur lawyers entrusted
with client money. • E.scrow funds must be
depoei.t:ed in special bank accounts. • Oien.ts must
be provided vi.ii.th wri ttcn receipts and complete
accountings. • Escrow .money must br: disbuned
promptly when due. • Remember, a laVl.l"fcr
entrusted "With an escrow is a fiduciary. • KnoMng
and observing the fiduciary rules will help and
protect you, your clicnbl, and our p~.
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SOMETHING
REEKS

(part 3) 6y Pranft <J{apfiae{

(CONTINUED FROM P.7)

After Prince Charming left,
I sat in my office wondering what I
had done. I knew as well as anyone
that you never, EVER date your
coworkers, because it only leads to
trouble. Face it, all relationships end
unless it's that one relationship that
turns into marriage, and that
marriage only stands a fifty percent
chance of survival. Then maybe
you'll be brave enough to try again,
where you may fail once more (or
seven times if your Liz
Taylor); in other words, if
you
date
someone,
chances are it won't work
out, so its best to take

was the big one!" she said.
"Really? Turn on the radio ... " I
said and then I heard her messing
with the radio in the background.
"Okay, it was only a 3.2 quake,
but still it was so scary," she said.
"Mother! I can't believe how you
over exaggerate everything, I mean
you do live in California; you have to
expect some earthquakes. I don't
call you every time they're a
__ snowstorm or a heat
wave, or every time I
,
think I have West Nile
-, /ijfi=
- -Virus."
...,.
I
~ "Oh can't you comfort

Guy Who Went Down on Me in My
Stairwell Once. Annoying! So the
message here is don't shit where you
eat. Now I am trying to avoid doing
this again so I'm sitting in my office at
6:30 counting down the half hour
until I have to go on this stupid date
with this jerk.
Just then the phone rings.
Oh great, just when I don't need to
be bothered I get a phone call.
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these risks elsewhere so
\
;"' '-. . •
l' /1me for just two_seconds,"
that when you break it off
':
~®-Wmy ~other ~h1n~d.
1
he can just recede into a
~
Okay fine, I m sorry
1
figment
of
your
( "(_ /f!'fi) · /7
·that you shook slightly
imagination.
~
~,~~,<I 1
_
and that one of your
For example, I
- - ~ ...:rf
books fell on the floor,
1
once
dated
this
ij L"
I .
while you were no doubt
landscaper named Justin.
j "'~
I
_enjoying perfect seventy
1
He was so cute and dumb,
five degree weather," I
1,; 1 1 11 !
and helpful around theT~ said using a little
house- the perfect m a n - d i
--- ' ITPJM1
J sarcasm.
except he was a little too
--==-i/
~-l Ll~ "Ha ha, so speaking
dumb, so when the sex ••
about the earth shaking
went south I kicked his ass
"-~"':_~ "'i 1do y~u ~_ave any men in
back to Brooklyn. That was
-c:::::-- GU
/
your life, she said.
over a year ago, and I
~
"Ew, MOM," I
0
haven't heard from him·
-~~-:'::!?
~exclaimed. "I ref_use to
since. Gone, vanished, like
.
(
;;.jfJj: ._,,~Jtalk about sex with my
a billion dollars from an~
- ·
~ elderly mother."
Enron executive.
j ·
~
"Why not," she said,
Let me give you _.1......1~---.........::::~----__::=====d-::__--- - - - ' ' I ' m a 'hip' mother, and
another example: I once dated my Since this is an inconvenient time to you can talk about anything with
doorman (I was going through a call, I know exactly who it is...
me. Besides I'm not that old, in Boca
blue-collar phase that summer) for
"Hello, mom," I said.
Raton I would be considered a
about ten minutes. I don't really
"Hi, how did you know it was me, sprightly young maiden."
know why I did it, but it just felt right, dear," my mother said.
"Good bye mother," I said.
and
we had an emotional
"Oh I always know when you call,
"Oh you never wanna talk to me,"
connection (oh yeah, and he what's new?" I said.
she said. She got that right.
offered to go down on me in a
"Oh my God, we just had another
"It's not that, it's just that I want to
stairwell). So after we briefly "dated" earthquake," my mother said, "the go to dinner with someone, so I'll talk
it just petered out, and now I have to earth shook, and my heart beat so to you later." And then we hung up.
see him every goddamn time I walk fast."
Just then I hear a knock on the door,
into my building.
Whether I'm
"I didn't hear about an and I open it to see tonight's date.
happy, sad, or just tired before I get earthquake on the news," I said.
Oh boy, you should see his outfit ...
home I have to wave hello to That
"Oh yes, it was so bad, I think it
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effectiveness. Some people
might describe this course as a
necessary evil to be experienced by
all first years as a threshold matter. I
however, do not. I do not feel that
the program in that form was
necessary.
I am not saying that because
I had bad experiences with these
people and hate them that you
should too. I am saying that your
bad experiences will probably be
different and you will come to hate
them in your own unique way. I have
never
seen
such
slipshod
incompetence as that which I
experienced as a l Lat NYLS. It is only
possible in such a paradoxical
thought
regime
where
their
infallibility is absolute and your
naivety total. Everybody would like
to take shortcuts; everybody wants
to save a buck. But the way it is
being done here, the students
ultimately pick up the bill in more
ways than one.
For these reasons The Book is
beginning to spread its gangrenous
cancer to other law schools like
infected hosts. I'm sure they would
contaminate the city water supply
with that stupid book if they thought
they could get away with it. After all,
l Ls have to drink something and if
someone were to complain about
any rashes and blistering side
effects, they would try to take credit
for all our subsequent health should
we survive. Yes, they are that
pathetic and sleazy.
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THE BEST
ALUMNI MENTOR RECEPTION
OF ALL TIME!
THIS YEAR'S ALUMNI MENTOR RECEPTION WAS AN OUTSTANDING SUCCESS. MORE ALUMNI TURNED OUT THEN EVER BEFORE DEMONSTRATING THAT
A VIBRANT, CONNECTED AND HELPFUL COMMUNITY OF

NYLS ALUMNI DOES EXIST,

AND THEY ARE READY TO TALK. THE ATMOSHPERE WAS CORDIAL

AND RELAXED AS STUDENTS NETWORKED AND LEARNED MORE ABOUT THE VARIOUS FIELDS OF LAW THAT WERE RESPRESENTED. FROM THE FBI TO

SEC, NYLS ALUMNI

HAVE A LOT TO OFFER. ALUMNI MENTORS ARE A VALUABLE ASSET TO THOSE STUDENTS WHO SEEK THEM OUT. THANK YOU TO

THE ADMINISTRATION AND THE ALUMNI FOR PROVIDING AN EXCELLENT CAREER OPPORTUNITY FOR THE

THE

SKIN

OF

A

HUMAN

ADU L T

BODY

NYLS

W E IGHS

6

STUDENTS.

POUNDS

De Novo

December

SLICE

OF

LIF E

Page 13

Page 14 De Novo

December

THE NARROW MINDED SENSATIONALIST RAG
PROUDLY PRESENTS
THE ARTICLE THAT SHOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN WRITTEN
byl
Abraham W. Strasser

This article is in response to the column, Try Not To Talk: Top 5 Utterly Worthless Class Comments. Look At The Bright Side -Nobody Will Ever Ask You
to Speak Again, that waged personal and unsolicited attacks against certain members of the
New York Law School ("NYLS") Community.
The purpose of a publication that deems itself a newspaper and is publicly disseminated is to provide the target audience with articles that will
engage its readership, inform its audience of relevant stories, and present such information for public debate. Examples of this type of newspaper can be
seen in such publications as the New York Times or The Washington Post. These are examples of legitimate respected print media in our immediate area.
In direct opposition of such legitimate publications are ones which sensationalize, misconstrue, and take out of context events that are observed.
Such publications are widely regarded as tabloid or rag publications whose primary purpose is to contort such events for the purpose of sleaze or gossip .
Examples of such publications (i.e. The National Enquirer or The Globe) can be found at any supermarket checkout line or store magazine rack.
The latter description is one that most closely fits our NYLS community publication known as De Novo.
Recently this publication, which regards itself as the forum for discussion of relevant concerns in the NYLS community, used its open forum style as a
conduit for personal attacks by one of its members in the manner described at the onset of this article against fellow students in the NYLS Community. In
this excerpt the author listed five (5) comments he observed during classroom instruction by his fellow students. He then proceeded to take out of context
these statements, rank them according to his personal dislike, and publish them under the above stated title. An even more predatory intention is seen in
this author's audacity in one such instance to include the name of one of his classmates who made one of these comments.
Most prudent individuals would agree that such an article is reprehensible and shameful to the author who wrote it, the editor who approved it, and
the paper in which it was published. Agreeably most individuals in the NYLS community would not condone such personal attacks through the use of a
public medium for individual satisfaction and gain. Such sleaze material has no place in print media that represents our law school, students, and faculty.
Several students who recognized the comments that were printed and identified them with the people who said them expressed anger towards
the publication of the article. I myself being one of the students who were on the receiving end of this article certainly did. Such an article has the effect
of discouraging general participation, but I am CONFIDENT of my abilities and will continue in the dialogue that is characterized as a law school education.
However, if such articles continue to be published, students who are normally timid in class participation will be further dissuaded from continued
participation from fear of subsequently appearing in such a similar article.
The writing of this article was not enough for this author. In a willful and apparent attempt to escape liability and accountability that accompanies
this type of sensationalized writing the author knowingly withheld his name from the byline. Such an act is not only one of cowardice but is one that further
de-legitimizes the articles publication in the first place. One of the most important tenets of any reputable journalistic endeavor is to include in the byline
the name of the author who writes a particular article.
It may have been in the mind of such an author to not include his name in order to retain anonymity without repercussion . It is generally known that
such anonymity is never a secure shelter in which to hide under. The identity of this author, if not already suspect, will come to light and the facade of his
shelter will fade and require him to be answerable to that which he has perpetrated among his fellow students.
This type of predatory conduct on the part of the author of that article and the editors of De Novo is beyond contempt; turning a legitimate forum
of the NYLS community into nothing more than a narrow minded sensationalistic rag.
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CONTINUES TO WELCOME SUBMISSIONS FROM All MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT BODY)

... and now a poetic interlude
HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW, WHERE ARE YOU NOW THAT WE NEED

vou?

THEN THE LITTLE HIAWATHA TOOK HIMSELF AWAY TO LAWSCHOOL
LEFT THE SHINING BIG-SEA-WATER, LEFT BEHIND HIS DOTING MAMA;
AND HIS GRANDMA MOON, NOKOMIS, EVEN LEFT SWEET MINNEHAHA,
TOOK HIMSELF TO NEW YORK CITY, IN THE REGION OF THE SUNRISE
THERE TO ENTER NEW YORK LAW SCHOOL, THERE TO STUDY WITH THE LAW-WISE
THEN THE LITTLE HIAWATHA LEARNED OF ALL THE TORTS THEIR LANGUAGE
LEARNED THEIR NAMES AND ALL THEIR SECRETS, SECRETS OF THE RICHOLDWHITEMEN
How EXPLOSIONS KNOCK DOWN SCALES, HOW CRIM. CON. RELATES TO WHALES
WHEN ACCOUNTANTS WALK OFF SCOT FREE, FROM VICTIMS NOW IN PENURY,
LEARNED TO CITE WITH THE HIDDEN LEVITY, RESTATEMENTS' ANNOTATED GRAVITY.
OF CONTRACTS HE LEARNED THE LANGUAGE, LEARNED THEIR NAMES AND ALL THEIR SECRETS,
LEARNED HE THAT THE WHITE-MAN'S PROMISE, MUST BE PURCHASED OR BE WORTHLESS,
How TO PRESSURE HALF-TON LINEMEN, AND BRIDES ABOUT TO ENTER NUPTIALS
OF BATTLES BETWEEN PAPER SWAPPERS, OF AGENTS AND THEIR KIDS' DISLOYALTIES,
AND LADY BRETT AND THE LAW PROFS ROYALTIES.
LEARNED HE TOO OF WHITE-MAN'S WARFARE IN THE COURT ROOMS, CIV. PROCEDURE,
1

THO IT OFT SEEMED LESS THAN CIVIL: LINGUAL BIFURCATED DRIVEL,

IN WHICH STATE A SHOE TO LOCATE, WHERE TO HUNT THE EERIE RAILROAD,
SAID "TWELVE BEE SIX" AS QUICK AS "SIX PACK"
AND SCHIEPPED THE RULE BOOK IN HIS KNAP-SACK.
HE SOON FORGOT HIS MINNEHAHA, SOON FORGOT HIS BUCKSKIN BEAUTY
FOUND HIMSELF AN URBAN ANGEL, WITH BROWN EYES THAT MADE HIS KNEES WEAK,
SERENELY SXILLED AT LOGIC-CHOPPING, AND LITTLE HEEDING BLOOMIE'S SHOPPING
WITH WHOM TO ANALVZE THE CASE LAW, PARSE THE STATUTE, MAKE AN OUTLINE

So SAID THE
NAPOLEON

LITTLE HIAWATHA, BUT THEN HE FOUND HE'D FAILED HIS MID-TERM.
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Early Enrollment Discount
Until November 22nd!
BEFORE NOV. 22ND

AFTER NOV. 22ND

ABA/LSD Members - $295 $325 - ABA/LSD Members
Non ABA/LSD Members - $365 $395 - Non ABA/LSD Members
*Includes PMBR Multistate Workbooks &
3 Free Multistate Audio Tapes/CDs for enrollment prior to November 22nd!

BEFORE NOV. 22ND

AFTER NOV. 22ND

ABA/LSD Members - $525 $595 - ABA/LSD Members
Non ABA/LSD Members - $625 $695 - Non ABA/LSD Members
*Includes PMBR Multistate Workbooks, Multistate Flashcards &
3 Free Multistate Audio Tapes/CDs for enrollment prior to November 22nd!

BEFORE NOV. 22ND

AFTER NOV. 22ND

ABA/LSD Members - $690 $790 - ABA/LSD Members
Non ABA/LSD Members - $790 $890 - Non ABA/LSD Members
*Includes PMBR Multistate Workbooks, Multistate Flashcards &
all 6 Multistate Audio Tapes/CDs for enrollment prior to November 22nd!
A Membership benefit of the

MULTISTATE SPECIALIST

IB\

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
Law Student Division

I

I

•
NATIONWIDE TOLL FREE: (800) 523-0777 • www.pmbr.com

